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“The French Revolution”: From Monarchy to Revolution
1. Why did Louis XIV build the palace at Versailles, twelve miles from Paris?

2. Which two ruling families entered into a union when Louis Capet and Marie Antoinette married?  Why was this significant?

3. Describe the conditions in France after France’s defeat in the Seven Years’ War against Britain.
4. Why were the Enlightenment philosophies a threat to the age-old traditions in France?

5. What did Louis XVI do to start the beginning of France’s downfall?

6. Explain why Marie Antoinette was unpopular with the people.  What was her nickname?

7. Why do people’s opinion of the royals sour even further?

8. On average, how much bread did one person each per day in 18th century France?
9. Who did Louis XVI hire as his finance minister?  

10. When had the Estates General met prior to the meeting Louis XVI called?

11. Identify the following estates and what percentage of the population each made up:

a. First

b. Second

c. Third

12. When the deputies from the Third Estate were locked out of the meeting of the Estates General on June 20th, where did they go?  What was the new name they gave the Third Estate?  What did they vow?

13. What was the Bastille a symbol of?

14. What did the Declaration of the Rights of Man demand?
15. What was the inflammatory newspaper Jean Paul Marat started?

16. Why did the women march to Versailles on October 5, 1789?

17. What does Louis XVI do to pacify (calm down) the mob?

